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Local Name
Real Biblioteca del Monasterio de El Escorial

Visiting Address
Avda. D. Juan de Borbon, 1, 28200 San Lorenzo de
El Escorial, Madrid, Spain

Opening Hours

The Main Hall is open every day, except Monday,
10.00 - 19.00 Summer, 10.00 - 18.00 Winter
Researchers Room: Tuesday to Saturday, 10.00 to 14.00

Brief History

The Royal Monastery of San Lorenzo de El Escorial lies north
west of Madrid. Its construction was begun in 1563, on the
orders of Felipe II, to commemorate the Spanish victory over the
French at St. Quinten in 1557. In 1984, UNESCO declared the
monastery a Monument of Worldwide Interest.

The Library, located on the second floor, was designed by
architect, Juan de Herrera, as a great hall. The Salon Principal is
19 metres long, 10 metres wide and 8 metres high. The floor is
grey marble, and the large bookcases (armaria) are of wood. The
books are placed with the spines toward the inside, so that the
pages can air. The vaulted ceiling is decorated with Renaissance
frescoes by Pellegrino Tibaldi.

Special Interest

Apart from its great beauty, the library of the Escorial was also
renowned for the size and quality of its collection of codices
and incunabula. The collection suffered badly in 1671, when a
great fire destroyed nearly 4,000 codices, including 2,000 Arabic
manuscripts.

But the library still has an extremely rich collection, which
includes Arab and Hebrew manuscripts, and the personal library
of Felipe II. Alfonso X’s Cantigas de Santa Maria, the Book of
Hours of the Catholic monarchs, Santa Teresa’s manuscripts
and diary, the gold-scrolled Aureus Codex (1039), and an 11th
century Commentary on the Apocalypse by Beato de Liébana are
just a few of the manuscripts. ‘
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Local Name
Stadsbibliotheek Antwerpen

Visiting Address
Hendrik Conscienceplein 4, B-2000 Antwerpen, Belgium
Public entrance: Korte Nieuwstraat

Opening Hours
15th September to 15th June: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
09.00 - 18.00, Wednesday 09.00 - 20.00, Friday 09.00 - 17.00,
Saturday 09.00 - 13.00. 16th June to 14th September: Monday
to Friday 09.00 - 17.00. Guided tours to Nottebohm Hall
available through Antwerp Tourist Office
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Brief History

The origins of the City Library date back to 1481, when
Antwerp lawyer Willem Pauwels bequeathed his collection of
41 books to the city of Antwerp. After receiving this gift, it was
some 25 years before the first official library was established in
the city hall in 1505. It is considered to be the oldest library in
the Low Countries.

Since 1883 the library has been housed in the “Sodaliteit”,
a historic building (1622) that once belonged to the Jesuit
monastery. A new wing was added in 1936. The Sodaliteit
became a stack room, with a separate floor for the prestigious
Nottebohm Hall (see picture). The Hall preserves the original
library architecture elements of 1879.

Special Interest

The collection concentrates on Dutch and Flemish literature,
arts and humanities, the (cultural) history of the Low
Countries, works about the Flemish Movement, book history
and “Antverpiana’ (authors and imprints from and about
the Antwerp region). There are more than 1,000,000 book
volumes, 6,000 rare books from all centuries, 109 incunabula,
381 manuscripts, and a large collection of periodicals and
newspapers.

The Egyptian cabinet in the centre of the picture is especially
designed to preserve the 12 volumes of the Denkmiler aus
Aegypten und Aethiopien by Karl Richard Lepsius ( 1810 1884),
published in Berlin 1849-1859.
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Local Name
Frederick Ferris Thompson Memorial Library at Vassar College

Visiting Address
Vassar College Libraries, 124 Raymond Ave., Poughkeepsie, N,
12604-0020, USA

Opening Hours
Monday - Friday, 08.30 - 17.00

©Vassar College, photographer Will Faller

Brief History

When Vassar College opened in 1865, the library was just a
room in Main Building, with a collection of 3,000 books. The
Frederick Ferris Thompson Memorial Library was dedicated on
12th June, 1905. It was a gift from Mary Clark Thompson, and
was a memorial to her husband, who had been a Vassar trustee.
The building had a seating capacity of 360 readers and a book
capacity of 150,000 volumes.

Architecturally, the style of the building is English Perpendicular
Gothic, with many embellishments. It has been called the
“brightest jewel in Vassar’s crown.” '
There have been a number of enlargements, additions and
renovations to the Thompson Library over the years, including
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the Helen D. Lockwood Library in 1977 and the Martha Rivers
and E. Bronson Ingram Library in 2001.

Special Interest

In the west wing of the Thompson Library is the Cornaro
stained glass window (see picture), which was commissioned
from a studio in Birmingham, England, and installed in 1906. It
depicts a memorable event in the history of the higher education
of women - the conferring of the first Doctorate on a woman - at
the University of Padua in 1678.

The main library collection today contains over 750,000
volumes and 3,500 serial, periodical and newspaper titles, as well
as an extensive collection of microfilm and microfiche.







